North Africa, including Egypt, which, however, should not be too
sharply separated from the Xegro v;orld, there were roughly seven
culture areas. The least evolved were In the south and southeast:
the largely pastoral Hottentot and Boschipana. The Congo, which
Includes Angola, the Sudan and the East Horn, had "veritable
nations with techniques and religions admirably adapted to a pre-
scientific life In the hot forest, and far more evolved than the
techniques and religions of the Brazilian red man. Tribes likti the
Ashanti, Fulah, Mina, Hausses Male, were In close touch with the
Arab and Egyptian world. Among them were Moslems, versed In
Sufi mysticism; among them were some of the tallest and physically
most superb of men; among them were women of great beauty.
Another instance of the complacent falsity of the Idea that the
conqueror Is always superior to the conquered,
The majority of the slaves came TO Brazil from these northern
nations. Certain authorities believe that Brazil got a better choice
than the English colonies of North America: and Gilberto Freyre
points out that this was far from accidental. Our colonies admitted
only one motive: manpower on the plantations. The early Portu-
guese avowedly sought, along with workers, stewards who could
write and figure, and women for their homes and their beds. But
whatever the comparative quality of the original stocks which came
to the Portuguese and English, the life in Brazil deepened the dis-
tinction. The Negroes, as we have seen5 were maltreated and
exploited; but they were admitted; deeply they were loved by the
very class which held them In economic subjection. Brazilian
society in the racial sense was Christian: its way of life tacitly
assumed that all men are brothers. White poor men too, aad red,
were abused and exploited. The Negro was the labouring class,
, The Negro also was the soli for free emotional expression.
According to Freyre, the soundest and the deepest of Brazil's
social critics, the lovely Mina women by the eighteenth century
dominated the personal life of the great states^ Bahias Penxaxnbuco
and Minas Geraes. They set the standards of the home, sometimes
as slaves^ sometimes as concubines, more and more frequently as
wives. They brought up the young masters. They were frequently
the mothers of the illegitimate sons of priests: sons whose pre-
eminence became proverbial, as the saying shows: "priests* sons
always have good lives." The women shaped the tastes in art,
music and legend, of the dawning BraziHan people, Probably their
matriarchal democracy of emotion accentuated the Indifference of
the folk to political and economic values.
Brazil gradually became a racial democracy* Almost against the
profession of their minds, and generations before slavery was
abolished, the people ceased to look on colour as an Intrinsic mark
of rank. The dark were the humble: the drawers of water^the hewers
of wood, the servaais; by and large, so they remain. Since^ colour
generalized the lower economic classes^ colour counted indirectly;